Sackville lle
East Grinstead

400 Years of History

Sackville College, the architectural gem of East Grinstead,
built of old, mellow Sussex sandstone, lies at the eastern
end of the High Street.

The College was founded in the year 1609 by the Will of
Robert Sackville, 2" Earl of Dorset. This provided a sum of
money with which to buy land and ‘build a convenient house
of brick and stone’ to be an almshouse. For many years part
of the College was also used to provide overnight
accommodation for the Sackville family, as they journeyed
to and from their estates in Sussex.

The College is a charitable foundation which operates
according to an Act of Parliament of 1624, and a Royal
Charter of 1631. Today the College Warden lives in part of
the wing that once served the Sackville family. However, the
College's primary use has never altered: it still provides
accommodation, now modernised and comfortable, for
local elderly people. They enjoy the seclusion of their own
flats and the use of communal rooms, behind the walls of
the perfectly preserved and peaceful quadrangle.



In the Warden’s Study next to the College Chapel, visitors
can see where the Victorian hymnologist, the Revd. Dr. John
Mason Neale, Warden from 1846 to 1866, wrote many well-
known hymns and carols, including ‘Good King Wenceslas’
and ‘Jerusalem the Golden’. Dr. Neale was associated with
the Oxford Movement, which endeavoured to revitalise
High Church practices. He also founded one of the first post
Reformation Anglican sisterhoods, the Society of St.
Margaret. He died here in 1866, after twenty years as
Warden, and he is buried in St Swithun’s Churchyard.

The College is open to the public from Mid-June to Mid-
September for guided tours, on Friday and Saturday,
between 2pm & 5pm, with last entry at 4pm Please check
website for up-to-date details. Admission: £7.50 for adults,
under 16s £2 and under 5s free.

Pre-booked groups can also be shown around at other times,
by prior arrangement, throughout the year. Refreshments
can be provided at a small extra cost. To arrange a visit
please telephone the Almoner on 01342 323414 (weekday
mornings 9:30-12:30.).

Standen (National Trust), The Bluebell Railway
and Ashdown Forest are all close by.

www.sackvillecollege.org.uk
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